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Any, even a very cursory, scrutiny of the historical
growth of free, or popular, institutions in modern Europe
should satisfy all parties in interest that this growth has
come about, not because the authorities vested with discre-
tion and power have not taken thought to defeat it wherever
a chance has offered, but because the conditioning circum-
stances have not enabled them to discourage it sufficiently.
, And by virtue of the close and facile communication of ideas
among modern peoples the anarchistic penchant has, by
channels of education and neighborly intercourse, come to
infect even the subject populations of the better preserved
territorial States 3 so that even there, under the shadow of
the masterful system, the current vocabulary shows a weak-
ness for free institutions and the masterless man.
While the exigencies of the language, therefore, almost
unavoidably give a color of deprecation to any discussion
of this surviving habit of abnegation in the people of the
Fatherland, there is no intention here to praise or to blame
this spirit of subordination that underlies so much of Ger-
man culture and German achievement. It is one of the
larger factors that have gone to the creation of the modern
era in that country, and this era and its "system" will have
to count with whatever strength or weakness this animus
the cross, the priest and the monk come in with all the air of being well
at home. These "cult objects," as one might call them, are of the mediaeval,
or even of the modern pattern j whereas the social and political life and
apparatus still is typically idealised after the pre-Christian fashion. The
preservation of this homely folklore of the archaic type has been the work
of the submerged classes. The corresponding legendary lore of the ruling
classes is of an other and later spirit, though this, too, is archaic as
tested by comparison with current actualities, turning to the mediaeval
rather than to the modern scheme in its ideal creations.